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SCENARIOS FOR THE FUTURE OF THE EU 

Democratic developments & European citizenship in the frame of 2019 European elections 

 

Guidelines for discussion 

In the WGs participants are encouraged to discuss and share their opinions in a way that guarantees 

the possibility to express themselves and to collaborate with each other. Participants will be 

randomly assigned to different WGs, aimed at focusing on “scenarios” for the future of the EU. 

After the WGs’ session, the results of all groups discussions will be shared in a final plenary 

Roundtable. 

 

Introduction 

The EU is at a crossroad. Over the last decade it has been facing multiple crises, which have 

seriously challenged the project of European integration. 

When in 2016 the President of the European Commission witnessed an “existential crisis” 

addressing the State of the Union, he said that “never before” he experienced “so much 

fragmentation, and so little commonality” between the member States (SotEU 2016: 6). The 

evolving of the “EU existential crisis pattern” (Cross 2017) has shown that zero-sum, or even 

negative, relations prevailed, both at the vertical and the horizontal level (i.e. between countries vis-

à-vis the EU as a whole, and between countries themselves). This trends have undermined the 

potential effectiveness of having common EU policies and the “delivery deficit” has strongly 

eroded citizens’ trust in institutions, both national and European. 

It is not possible to elaborate a single prediction about the future of the EU in a complex situation 

such as the one the EU is facing today. The economic, migration, and security crises have put the 

European project under strain, and they have exposed the weaknesses related to the “democratic 

deficit” of the EU and of its institutional mechanisms. 

 

Scenario-building & Key-questions 

In this context, following the European Commission’s Roadmap after the Rome Summit in March 

2017, we will explore 3 possible scenarios for the future of Europe in the midterm: 

1) LESS INTEGRATION (Doing less more efficiently; Nothing but the single market; Those 

who want more do more) 

2) BUSINESS AS USUAL (Carrying on) 

3) MORE INTEGRATION (Doing much more together) 

What are the main DRIVERS (i.e. structural conditions, facts or trends) that might lead to this 

scenario? Or that might prevent it from occurring? 

What are the possible OUTCOMES (that is to say the different “shapes” it can take) of this 

scenario? 

 

“Food for thought” generated by the EUENGAGE project & in the context of the EUReACT Jean 

Monnet Module will be delivered during the WGs session. 


