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Time span January 2015 – April 2016 

 

In France we met three different situations: Hollande is poor twitting, also because he belongs to an 

old generation, not used to social media; on the contrary, Sarkozy and Le Pen are very “tweety” and 

they use the EU from a national perspective, to take advantage when doing propaganda. Their 

Tweets are not addressed to make people aware about how EU institutions work but for 

national interests. Last, we also found that the communication of these leaders is mainly fed by 

crises than successes and good news about the EU. 

Jeanne Barille & Roberta Colotta (EUReACT Students 2015/16) 

 

On the brink of an EU membership referendum in the UK, leaders of mainstream political parties 

did not used Twitter to make EU-related issues salient to their followers. We found that 

surprising, as all of them were in support for the “Remain” campaign. They failed to report the day-

to-day functions of the EU and how it relates to national politics. They also showed lack of 

connections with other European leaders. 

Mauro Costorella & Bruno Farace (EUReACT Students 2015/16) 

 

In spite of the increasing importance of social media and their great use among people, we found 

that Spanish political leaders use them little to bridge the information gap concerning Europe with 

regards to their audience. In their use of Twitter, for instance, Spanish political leaders are more 

active on national issues, which is not a bad idea, but we think that they should involve their 

citizens more on European affairs. Since most of them tweet from 5 to 10 times a day, we 

recommend they should have no less than 2 Tweets daily concerning EU-related issues. 

Anna Iannuzzi & George Ned Annang (EUReACT Students 2015/16) 

 

In Austria, Die Grünen support “solidarity” within the EU but they are almost alone. SPÖ 

(Sozialdemokratische Partei Österreichs) and ÖVP (Österreichische Volkspartei) and FPÖ 

(Freiheitliche Partei Österreichs) want to make national borders stronger especially when it 

comes to the refugees issue. Nevertheless Austria is pro-European country and we could clearly 

pick out in all the Tweets we analysed that politicians remain supporters of the EU, although most 

of them tend to persist in critical policy areas on their own national-oriented opinion. 

Judith Gessler & Tom Uhtes (EUReACT Students 2015/16) 

 

The Tweets have presented a very clear picture of the current political situation in Germany and 

Europe. The politicians have to put their thoughts into 140 signs which forces them to be very clear 

and precisely in their claims. Therefore, it can be seen as a good opportunity to communicate with 

their citizens. German policy-makers demand more cooperation of the EU member states and 

common solutions for current problems, such as the refugee crisis. They are highly concerned 

about EU cohesion. Therefore, they all claim for Greece to stay in the Euro zone. The German 

opposition criticizes the government and the EU for several issues but is nevertheless in favor of a 

strong EU. 

Raphael Landua and Jakob von Sass (EUReACT Students 2015/16)  



 

 

 

While the Twitter account of the Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte (Volkspartij voor Vrijheid and 

Democratie - VVD) is not extraordinary active, especially regarding EU-matters, we recorded a 

great increase of Tweets in the first half of 2016, at the start of the Dutch EU Presidency. 

Max van Horen & Rolf Nijmeijer (EUReACT Students 2015/16) 

 

In Belgium, EU-related topics are touched by major political leaders only to a limited extent in their 

communication on the Twitter blogs (period Jan 2015 - Apr 2016). The Prime Minister Charles 

Michel (Reformist Movement) mainly discusses about “high politics” issues making accurately 

reference to the European Council’s meetings. He often uses to re-post many Tweets of the 

European Council’s Twitter account. 

Alessia F. Peres, Paola Fezzigna (EUReACT Students 2015/16) 

 

Italian public debate had always been Italo-centric. This long tradition of lack of interest for 

international affairs reflects itself even in social media. In 2015 the European issues were not the 

top priority for the digital PR staff of the Prime Minister Matteo Renzi. A sample of Tweets posted 

between Jan 2015 and Feb 2016 shows that the most recurring terms were the hashtags related to 

the activity of the government on internal issues (labour policy or the constitutional reform). He 

mainly tweets in Italian, with only a few exceptions (messages of solidarity after terrorist attacks). 

Also Beppe Grillo talks about EU-issues only when they become mainstream, such as the Greek 

debt crisis, or are particularly relevant to the M5s voters, such as the issue of Tunisian olive oil, 

ignored by Matteo Renzi. The story of the duty-free Tunisian olive oil was covered by Matteo 

Salvini (League) too, with a sense of urgency and mistrust towards any foreign (or represented as 

such) actor. All this considered, we think that the road to a pan-European public sphere seems 

still long… 

Azzurra Fazio & Francesco Piccinelli (EUReACT Students 2015/16) 

 

Time span June 2016 – April 2017 

 

As the small number of tweets dealing with the EU seemed to suggest, US leaders’ 

communication via Twitter proved to perform very poorly in terms of EU saliency. The media 

coverage of EU related-topics is negligible since they do not represent significant issues for the US 

national political debate. The political actors considered (President Barak Obama and President 

Donald Trump, and their own State Secretaries, John Kerry and Rex Tillerson) have never referred 

to a particular EU institution, but only to the Union as a whole. Conversely, they have often referred 

to single EU Member States, especially Germany, Italy and France. Additionally, the most tweeted 

category is security: this reveals that the US-EU relations are still mostly interpreted in terms of 

military and strategic alliance, while jointly commitments in other sectors are perceived as 

secondary to the transatlantic relation. The attention to bilateral partnerships with the European 

countries prevails over the need of a strong relationship with the entire EU. 

Elisa Pintauro (EUReACT Students 2016/17) 


